
DYSLEXIA SCREENING 

Tier 1 (Universal) Screening 
Universal screening, referred to as a tier 1 dyslexia screening measure in Ohio’s dyslexia 
support laws (ORC 3323.251), identifies the students whose current level of skills indicate 
they may be at risk of reading difficulties such as dyslexia.  
 
For the 2023-24 school year, all Fairfield Union students in grades 1, 2 and 3 will participate in 
universal screening. Kindergarten students will participate in screening during the first 
semester when they become first graders. 
 

Progress Monitoring and Tier 2 (Intervention-Based Diagnostic) Screening 
Based on the screening results, students identified as at risk must be progress-monitored for 
up to 6 weeks and an intervention-based diagnostic (tier 2) screener must be administered to 
students who continue to exhibit risk for dyslexia. 
 

Progress Monitoring and Tier 3 (Intervention-Based Diagnostic) Screening 
Based on the tier 2 screening results, students identified as at risk must be progress-
monitored for up to 6 weeks and an intervention-based diagnostic (tier 3) screener must be 
administered to students who continue to exhibit risk for dyslexia. 
 

OHIO’S DYSLEXIA LAWS 
The 133rd Ohio General Assembly passed legislation (ORC 3323.25, 3323.251, 3319.077 and 
3319.078) concerning the screening of and intervention for children with dyslexia, effective 
April 12, 2021.  
 
Ohio’s dyslexia support laws (ORC 3323.25 and 3323.251) define dyslexia as “a specific 
learning disorder that is neurological in origin and that is characterized by unexpected 
difficulties with accurate or fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and decoding 
abilities not consistent with the person’s intelligence, motivation, and sensory capabilities, 
which difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological component of language.”  
 
Students with dyslexia tend to have difficulty processing speech sounds, decoding words and 
reading fluently. Such difficulties often lead to slow and inaccurate reading, inadequate 
comprehension and difficulty with written and/or spoken language. The percentage of 
students with dyslexia ranges from 5%-17%, while the percentage of students experiencing 
characteristics of dyslexia is reported as high as 15%-20% (Elliott & Grigorenko, 2014; 
Fletcher, et al., 2019; International Dyslexia Association, 2012; Odegard, et al. 2020). The 
resources needed to address these characteristics may vary based on a student’s reading 
profile. For more information, refer to Ohio’s Dyslexia Guidebook. 

http://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3323.251
http://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3323.251
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3323.251/10-3-2023
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Dyslexia/Ohio_s-Dyslexia-Guidebook.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
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